
Pavers with Spacers
and Unthirsty Plants
For patio surfaces, opt for pavers such as 
�agstones or recycled concrete pieces. 
Grow unthirsty plants such as creeping thyme 
or snow-in-summer in spaces in between

Plants Grouped
by Water Needs
Place thirstier plants together
and drought-resistant plants elsewhere. 
Then put plants that need regular 
water on seperate irrigation systems 
and schedules

Drought-Tolerant 
Groundcover
For areas that don’t get
foot traf�c, choose unthirsty 
groundcovers such as 
Arctostaphylos uva-usi, Carmel 
Creeper ceanothus, low-growing 
junipers, or creeping thyme

Irrigation Controller
Install an automatic controller to schedule 
irrigation times. Reset programs seasonally 
and after power outages

Low-Water Turf
If you must have a patch of lawn, keep it small 
and choose a native grass that’s appropriate for 
your region. Examples: Blue grama, buffalo grass 
(desert areas), Creeping red fescue, Paci�c hair 
grass (Deschampsia cespitosa holciformis)

Tough Shrubs
Fill borders or spaces along 
fences with undemanding, 
low-water beauties such as 
chuparosa, lavender, 
rosemary, or smoke bush 
(Cotinus coggygria)

Transforming your entire yard 
can be an overwhelming and 
expensive task, but you don’t 
have to do everything all at 
once. Small changes around 
the yard can still have a big 
impact. Pick from any of these 
landscape features and 
discover easy water savings 
that can �t within your budget.

A thick layer of mulch is the 
best way to help preserve soil 
moisture. It can also enhance 
your landscape design, 
creating negative space that 
makes your individual and 
plant groupings stand out.

Rain-Harvesting System
Channel rainwater from your 
home’s downspout into a 
subsurface catchment basin where 
it can replenish the groundwater

Building the 
California
Friendly 
Landscape

Find more water saving tips at

saveourwater.com

DID YOU KNOW?



Creating Good Habits

SaveOurWater.com
Water Conservation. IT’S FOR LIFE.

Small Changes.

BIG IMPACT.

Plant California Friendly,
Save Water

All around California, homeowners are 
reimagining their yards to use less water and 
creating beautiful California-friendly landscapes 
at the same time. Visit our website and watch 
videos of their stories and get inspiration for 
your own yard.

VISIT SAVEOURWATER.COM

Reimagining Your Landscape
Californians Are Embracing Water Wise Yards.

Californians are embracing wise water use as a daily habit! Making small permanent 
changes in your life can make a big impact – like taking shorter showers, installing wtater 
ef�cient toilets and appliances, and transforming landscapes with California-friendly plants. 
Even after a historic wet winter, Californians are starting to see water conservation as a 
habit, rain or shine – drought or no drought.

Californians know. Water Conservation. It’s For Life.

Aerators
Using an aerator on the 

faucets throughout home can 
reduce your water use by as 

much as 30%.

Sprinklers
Using micro drip irrigation 

instead of sprinklers for your 
plants and bushes is 90% 

more ef�cient.

Leaks
Fixing even the smallest of 
leaks around your home, 

inside and out, can save up 
to 110 gallons each month.

TAKE THE

CHALLENGE
21 DAY HABIT

It’s been said it takes 21 days of 
conscious effort to make something a 
habit. Join the challenge! Make one 
small change in your lifestyle and 
adopt one of our water ef�ciency tips 
for 21 days to make it a habit for life. 


